
Wine & Cheese by TCC’s February 2019 Clueless Connoisseur Red Wine Club 

Although our excitement about the Connoisseur Wine Club selections is always high, we are especially delighted to bring 
you this month’s selections! Our selections come from an extremely small label called Jolie-Laide. Jolie-Laide wines are 
made by Scott Schultz, whose resume includes leading the wine program at Thomas Keller’s famed Bouchon restaurant 
and working at Rhyme Cellars and Arnot-Roberts. Scott’s total production of wines is less than 500 bottles each year. He 
makes his wine at the Wind Gap Winery in Sebastopol, California and does not have his own winery. Each year’s releases 
are completely different and no two releases share the same artistic label created by themselves, family, friends or in 
collaboration with artists overseas. The first wine selection is 100% Grenache sourced from Provisor Vineyard, an 
organic, scant three estate acres just outside the town of Healdsburg. The Grenache is a Tablas Creek clone (TCC’s 
favorite Paso Robles producer!) that thrives in the red gravely clay loam soils and warm days and cool nights of its Dry 
Creek home. The second selection is the North Coast Syrah, a blend of two Yorkville Highlands vineyard sites, the rugged 
high elevation Halcon Vineyard and the Haeks Butte Vineyard which sits at a 1200 ft elevation with rocky, south facing 
slopes. Grapes for both wines are crushed by foot (!) and fermented whole cluster with only punchdowns throughout 
fermentation and aged for 10 months in neutral French oak barrels. Get ready to fall in love! 
 

Jolie-Laide Grenache Provisor 2016 
Varietal composition:  100% Grenache 
Vineyard Location: California  
Vintage:  2016  
Alcohol:  %        
Tasting Notes: The winemaking practices allow for the true characteristics of the grape to come 

through. Elegant, fresh and bright, yet rich, complex and structured, this wine has 
aromas and flavors of black raspberry and wild strawberry with hints of licorice, 
cinnamon and spice. 

Food Pairings: Pair with our Chef Martin Old World Sausage Plate or 12 Year Aged Cheddar.  
Cheese Club Pairing: For this month’s cheese club, pair with the Hidden Springs Creamery Meadow Melody.  

The rich, complex flavors in the wine are complemented by the rich, dense creaminess of 
the cheese. 

 

Jolie-Laide North Caost Syrah 2016 
Varietal composition:  100% Syrah 
Vineyard Location: California   
Vintage:  2016 
Alcohol:  % 
Tasting Notes: The inherent characteristics of the Syrah varietal make this wine more full-bodied and 

intense. Again, true to the varietal, it has notes of fresh dark cherry and ripe 
blackberries mixed with cedar and white pepper. 

Food Pairings: Pair with our Baked Brie with Amarena Cherry Bacon Jam or Midnight Moon. 
Cheese Club Pairing: For this month’s cheese club, pair with the Nordic Creamery Capriko.  The sweet nutty 

flavor in the cheese enhances the ripe cherry and blackberry flavors in the wine. 
Have a great month! 
The Gang at TCC 
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Jolie-Laide  
2016 GRENACHE 

Provisor Vineyard 
Dry Creek Valley 

	

Jolie-Laide is a one-man operation based in a Sebastopol winery where winemaker Scott Schultz makes only 500 

cases of wine a year under his own label. The name Jolie-Laide translates loosely to “Pretty-Ugly”, a French term of 

endearment to describe something that is unconventionally beautiful. Scott makes some of the most unique and 

highly sought-after wines in California that are true to their name.  

Scott’s passion for wine was ignited when moved to Napa from Chicago in 2007. Having had extensive experience 

in the restaurant business, he switched gears upon his arrival in California to lead the wine program at Thomas 

Keller’s Bouchon. Working a harvest and as a cellar master are a few of Scott’s many achievements. He now works 

with Wind Gap, Ryme Cellars, and formerly Arnot-Roberts. They all share both a winemaking space and similar 

philosophies in discovering unconventional beauty. Scott Schultz does what he loves, and he does it well. It shows! 

 

Provisor Vineyard is a storybook site just outside the town of Healdsburg. 
The Provisors organically farm just 3 estate acres and we are wildly excited 

to be one of the few who gets to share in the fruits of their labors. Tablas 
Creek clone Grenache revels in the strikingly red gravely clay loam soils 
and warm days and cool nights of its Dry Creek home. The grapes are all 

crushed by foot and fermented whole cluster, with nothing more than 
gentle punchdowns throughout. 

Pressed to old, neutral French oak barrique for a 10 month elevage, 
capturing and preserving the delicate and expressive nature. The resulting 

wine is elegant and graceful; super fresh and bright, high tone wild red 
raspberry and strawberry fruit ballasted by licorice, cinnamon and spice. 

Whole cluster stem inclusion adds soft, textural tannin with subtle yet 
nuanced fall earth tones. 



Jolie-Laide  
2016 SYRAH 

North Coast 
	

Jolie-Laide is a one-man operation based in a Sebastopol winery where winemaker Scott Schultz makes only 500 

cases of wine a year under his own label. The name Jolie-Laide translates loosely to “Pretty-Ugly”, a French term of 

endearment to describe something that is unconventionally beautiful. Scott makes some of the most unique and 

highly sought-after wines in California that are true to their name.  

Scott’s passion for wine was ignited when moved to Napa from Chicago in 2007. Having had extensive experience 

in the restaurant business, he switched gears upon his arrival in California to lead the wine program at Thomas 

Keller’s Bouchon. Working a harvest and as a cellar master are a few of Scott’s many achievements. He now works 

with Wind Gap, Ryme Cellars, and formerly Arnot-Roberts. They all share both a winemaking space and similar 

philosophies in discovering unconventional beauty. Scott Schultz does what he loves, and he does it well. It shows! 

 

This	is	the	first	year	we	did	a	North	Coast	Syrah.	It’s	essentially	a	blend	of	two	Yorkville	Highlands	

vineyard	sites,	the	rugged	high	elevation	Halcon	Vineyard	and	the	equally	compelling	Hawks	Butte	

Vineyard	which	sits	at	1200	ft.	elevation	with	rocky,	south	facing	slopes.	

The	grapes	are	all	crushed	by	foot	and	fermented	whole	cluster,	with	nothing	more	

than	gentle	punchdowns	throughout.	Pressed	to	old,	neutral	French	oak	barrique	

for	a	10	month	elevage,	capturing	and	preserving	the	delicate	and	expressive	

nature.	Hawks	Butte	adds	slightly	more	density	and	fruit	while	still	wildly	fresh	

with	lithe	tannin	and	the	Halcon	compliments	with	brooding	structure,	wet	earth,	

camphor	and	cedar. 	

 


